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| NT. BATHROOM: DAY

ELI ZA, late-20"s, disheveled and wearing an over-sized robe,
kneel s on the bathroomfloor in front of the toilet, silently
retching. She holds a fistful of own hair, pulling it away
from her face.

When she's finally relieved, Eliza | eans her head agai nst the
cold bow. She brings the sleeve to her nouth, w pes the
excess drool from her chin, and inhales the scent of the
person who once wore the robe.

Eliza sits back, and twi sts open a half-enpty water bottle.
She watches her reflection in the full length mrror, just
opposite of where she sits, while she takes a | ong sw g.

She stops drinking, and | ooks into her pale, blank face:
crusted make-up in the corners of her eyes, the dark under-
eye circles, red blotchy skin fromzits she's been picking
at, her greasy hair.

A LOUD BANG NG fromthe other side of the door startles her.

NIC (Q'S

Conme on. | have to take a shit!
ELI ZA

Ni c?
KARA (Q'S)

And Kara. Your Dad let us in.

NIC (OS)
| " m serious, too nuch Tequila and Taco
Bell. Open up.

TI TLE CARD: HERE COVES MY G RL

| NT. HOVE KI TCHEN - DAY, SEVERAL HOURS LATER

Eliza, only a bit nore presentable with day cl othes on, sone
make up and brushed hair, stirs a coffee while seated at the

ki t chen counter

ELI ZA
| went out |ast Saturday.

NI C
You' re overdue for some sociali zing.



ELI ZA
Let me hermt in peace.

KARA
St ayi ng cooped up like this probably
isn't good for your anxiety.

KARA (female, late-20"s, designated nomin their friend
group) watches Eliza stare into her dark drink. Nic (female,
|ate-20's) tip toes around the kitchen (in glitter, rose-gold
Adi das) .

KARA
Neither will that.

Kara grabs the sugar from N c. They share a gl ance.

NI C
| think it'll be good for you. The

party.

ELI ZA
Going to a Friendsgiving with people
from hi gh school that we don't even
i ke i s one-thousand-percent going to
make it worse.

KARA
You sure you're not just worried about
seeing Patrick?

ELI ZA
I s he even going to be there?

NI C
Don't know but that shouldn't stop you
fromdressing up and | ooking hot. |
mean really, what is this?

Nic gestures at Eliza's floral sweatpants.

ELI ZA
|"m confortable and |'m sexy.

NI C
Unl ess you're not over it.

ELI ZA
No. I"'mover it. It's still weird for
me though. People nake it weird.



NI C
Wiy? Rae's always there. It's not
wei rd.

ELI ZA
You' ve been broken up a | ot |onger
t han we have.

KARA
What if he m sses you?

ELI ZA
He didn't call when Gan was in the
hospital. It's over.

KARA

Maybe he wants to apol ogi ze.

ELI ZA
He probably shoul d have done t hat
nmont hs ago.

Ni c and Kara square shoul ders.

ELI ZA ( CONTD)

Look. Al I want is for himto be
happy. | don't care about anything
el se.

Eli za stands from her stool.

NI C
So, you're com ng then?

ELI ZA

(A pause)
How can | slutty this up?

| NT. CAR - DAY

Eliza sits in the back seat of Kara's car, in-between Kara
and Nic. She's now dressed in an outfit that reads in between
both cute and slutty.

Kara drives, wearing a pearl pendant and a Peter-Pan coll ared
shirt. Nic puts on contouring make-up in the passenger visor.

Kara points to the bags next to Eliza's feet.

KARA
To mental |y prepare.



Eliza pulls out a flask.

NI C
And it's tradition.

Eliza takes a sw g.

ELI ZA
Quys |I'mfine.

NI C
O course you are. Pat's a scrub. The
boy is enotionally chall enged.

KARA
Aren't they all.

ELI ZA
It doesn't matter how enotionally
unavail able the man is, the woman's
the crazy one for know ng better and
caring anyway.

NI C
| can say from experience, honey,
that's not tied to gender.

KARA
| bet you the art of listening is
gender - speci fic.

NI C
Oh absolutely. Men don't give a fuck
what you say to them

Kara | ooks to hear rear-view, and watches Eliza stare out to
t he trees passing quickly by.

KARA
We could try and help you win him
back.

Nic hits Kara's thigh with her make-up brush

KARA ( CONTD)
If that's really what you want.

NI C
Yeah, it's easy. You just get drunk
and clingy.



Nic turns to face Eli za.

NI C ( CONTD)
But is that what you want?
ELI ZA
| don't know. | feel everything. I'm

so confused.
Kara taps the breaks a little too abruptly.

KARA
Do you think we should have brought a
housewarm ng gi ft?

Ni c faces the road again.

NI C
For Daryl and Paul ? Bitches are | ucky
to be getting ny presence.

KARA
Because you haven't seen themin a
year and the only reason you're com ng
out is to hook up with Tony.

Eli za | ooks up.

ELI ZA
Tony?

KARA
Her newest obsessi on.

NI C
For the next four hours, sure.

ELI ZA
At | east neither of you got kicked out
of the group chat.

KARA

" minspired by you, N c.
NI C

Yeah?
KARA

Yes. Using nen for your own self-
interest. You're a real pioneer!



NI C
You al nost say that like it's a bad
t hi ng.

Eliza'"s ignored. She focuses on the gray slab of road as it
tunbl es past.

KARA
It is when you start ditching your
real friends for these desperate
pursuits.

NI C
You're one to talk. Wen's the |ast
time you weren't hanging out with boo?

KARA
| noved in with boo. An hour away.

NI C
|"msorry, am| supposed to feel bad
that you chose this life?

KARA
You're such a bitch

| NT. BASEMENT - DAY

Eliza, Nic and Kara stand just beyond the basenent door,
scanning the roomfor threats. Nic holds two reusabl e bags
filled wth their contributions- a Tupperware of once-frozen
green beans, a bottle of wine, and a honenade appl e pie.

Nic spots TONY (male, early-30"s but |ooks 18 by the way he
dresses and carries hinself) near the dining table in the
m ddle of the room It's |lined with dollar store Turkey-

t hemed pl ace settings and a winkled table cloth.

Tony hel ps DARYL, (nale, late-20's shining in a glittery
Spice Grls reunion tour T-Shirt), set dishes full of burnt
stuffing down on the table.

Kara | ooks near the rear of the room at an old folding table
set up with a nostal gic gane of beer pong. She waves to M KE,
(mal e, early-30's and too focused on his ganme to notice his
girlfriend s arrival.)

M ke shoots his shot against PAUL (nmale, |ate-20's, you can
tell he was the kid that got swirlies in high school for |ike
t oo much anine.)



Eli za scans the room herself until she sees the cove of
furniture surrounded by various acoustic instrunments (a few
guitars, a wooden cajon, a tanbourine.)

RAE (fermale, late-20's, holding a ukulele |ike she did when
she used to record YouTube covers on her laptop) sits on the
dated, m smatched pieces. She's across from MEL, (female,
early-20's, a near-1|ookalike but |ouder version of Eliza).

Their conversation and sonme out of place noodling adds to the
rooms chatter.

ELI ZA
Everyone's staring at ne.

KARA
Just try and rel ax.

NI C
Yeah, this is just the awkward part of
the party. Way did we cone so early?

KARA
M ke needs the car to pick up the keg.

Nl C
We're here before the al cohol ?

Daryl approaches.

DARYL
Kara, 'Liza.
(To Nic)
|"'m mad at you.

Daryl hugs them and reaches for their bags.

NI C
Let me hel p.

DARYL
These can go down on the far end of
t he table.

(To Eliza)

There are sonme Jell-0O shots in the
fridge.

Nic follows Daryl to the table. Kara hands Eliza her fl ask.

ELI ZA
Are you | eavi ng?



KARA
|"mgoing with Mke. 1'Il be right
back.

Eliza takes a drink fromthe fl ask.

KARA ( CONTD)
|f you need a mnute to escape, you
know where the bathroomis

ELI ZA
Maybe this was a m stake. If you're
| eavi ng can you drop nme back hone?

Ni c returns.

NI C
No, you are not freaking out already.
| haven't even said hi to Tony.

ELI ZA
Everyone hates ne. | nmade it weird.
Did you see themall staring?

Eliza | eans against the sink to try and settle her breath.

NI C
You can't | eave.
KARA
If you leave, it just |ooks bad.
ELI ZA
Do you think I care how I | ook right

now?
Nic and Kara's eyes neet.
NI C
Look, Pat's not even here yet. Don't
t hi nk about it.

KARA
Just enjoy the tine you have.

Eli za watches Nic exit, and wal ks off toward Tony.
Ni c grazes Tony's arm they begin to chat.

ELI ZA
She is going to eat that poor boy



alive.

Eliza turns back to Kara, who's now enthusi astically engaged
in a gane of beer pong with Mke, Daryl and Paul

Eliza turns her attention back to the tray of Jell-0O shots.
| NT. BASEMENT - DAY
LATER

Eliza is seated on the couches, red solo cup in hand. She
sways a bhit.

The sliding glass doors open. PATRICK, (male, late-20"s, bad
tattoos and a fedora) enters with a saxophone case and a si x-
pack.

He | ooks right at Eliza. She freezes, and | ooks around for
her friends. Kara is filling up Mke's cup at the keg. N c
enters the bathroom w th Tony w apped around her wai st.

PATRI CK
Thought | m ght see you here.

Patrick |leans forward, Eliza hesitates then neets himwith an
awkwar d enbr ace.

ELI ZA
Oh.

PATRI CK
Yeah. Good to see you.

Eli za straightens. She turns inward.

ELI ZA
The last tinme we spoke, you told ne to
go to Hell.

PATRI CK ( CONTD)
| know. Things didn't end well wth
us.

ELI ZA
Yeah, you could say that.

PATRI CK
| actually should have said sonething
to you a long time ago.



Eliza stares at himcarefully.

ELI ZA
Yeah?
PATRI CK
Yeah, | shoul d have thanked you.

Eli za's cheeks get hot.

PATRI CK ( CONTD)

Really. | wouldn't be where | amtoday
wi thout you. And I'mreally, really
happy.

ELI ZA
Good.

PATRI CK

| know that's what you wanted for ne.
Eli za steadi es herself on the couch.

PATRI CK ( CONTD)
| f you hadn't done what you did...
probably woul dn't have Mel.

Eliza tenses. Then enters Mel.

Patrick's armfinds his way to her waist, and Eliza watches
their hips touch when they hug.

She takes a breath. And hol ds.

Mel watches Eliza with intensity, |ike she's about to blow a
fuse.

El i za sharply exhal es.

ELI ZA
Real | y? You two?

Her volune is raised.

ELI ZA ( CONTD)
Well, since |I'msuch a good
mat chmaker, let ne give you sone
unsolicited, helpful bit of dating
advi ce.

Kara and Nic, together at the keg, becone alert at the sudden



shift of energy comng fromtheir direction.

ELI ZA ( CONTD)
Nunber one, try not to | ove yourself
nmore than you love her- if you do,
don't be obvious about it. Second,
don't lie about dumb shit, that's just
basi c respect. And third, doing the
bare mninmumin a relationship doesn't
make you Gods gift. Providing
sonet hing as nornmal as enoti onal
support doesn't earn you a nedal

Patrick tries to object.

ELI ZA ( CONTD)
And since this is a rebound because
you' re incapable of taking tinme to
yourself to reflect, when you
i nevi tably break up, have the decency
to treat the other person |ike you
gave a shit. That neans calling to
pi ck up your own shit and not sending
Monmy to do it for you

Kara and Nic insert thensel ves.

NI C
Hey, Patri ck.
PATRI CK
(to Eliza)

| can't believe you.

ELI ZA
| don't think you' re the one who
shoul d be thanking ne.

Patrick takes Mel in his arnms and | eads her away. N c grabs
on to Eliza.

ELI ZA
(to Mel)
Hey!

Mel shifts her attention towards Eliza.

ELI ZA ( CONTD)
You' re wel cone.



Kara holds onto Eliza's other arm Patrick puts his face
close to Mel's ear.

PATRI CK
(whi spering, to Mel)
| told you she was crazy.

NI C
Ch, hell no.
ELI ZA

(to Patrick)
Congratul ati ons. You've al ways want ed
the sinple life. Stay in the hone
town, get married, kids before
thrifty. She | ooks like just the type
to '"forget' the birth control

VEL
Excuse ne?

Ni c and Kara grab back onto their friend. The drag her, and
push her into the open bathroom

| NT. BATHROOW DAY
The door slanms shut. Kara | ocks it behind them

ELI ZA
What a shady, no good, nother-freakin
Scor pi o.

Eliza sits on the sink and puts her head in her hands. After
an awkward pause, she gl ances up at Kara.

ELI ZA ( CONTD)
Did you know about this? Is that why
you' ve been avoi di ng nme?

KARA
Avoi di ng you?

ELI ZA
You guys are supposed to have ny back

NI C
We can't stop you from saying stupid
shit.



ELI ZA
| hope you all enjoyed nme naking a
fool out of nyself in front of ny
exes' new girlfriend.

NIC (O'S)
Don't even sweat it, Eliza. On her
best days, she's basic.

They turn Nic, who's pants around her ankles while she sits,
hal f nude, fully on the toilet.

Kara covers her nose.

KARA
God, Nic. Stop eating Taco Bell when
you' re drunk! You always do this.

ELI ZA
And you al ways change the subject so
you don't have to deal with ny shit.

NI C
Oh give it a rest, this is exhausting,
Eliza. You either want to be with him
or you don't. Make up your m nd.

Eliza | ooks to Kara, for support.

KARA
It's been 8 nonths.

NI C
And you broke up with him

ELI ZA
So I"'mnot allowed to be upset?

NI C
You don't even |ike him

KARA
You need to let it go now.

NI C
If you were at this party together,
ri ght now, you'd be m serable.
Fol 1l owi ng hi maround |ike a dog.

KARA
Until he starts jamming on shitty



cover songs until you suddenly don't
exist to him

Eli za puts her head in her hands. She sits for a nonent.

Kara and Nic share a glance. They watch as Eliza wetches,
but not hi ng happens.

Eliza finally |l ook up and back at her friends. They're
frozen.

ELI ZA
Nope. Didn't do that. Drank all the
jungl e juice instead.

Nic flushes. Kara puts a hand on Eliza' s shoul der.

NI C
No one told you to do that, either

El i za shrugs the hand off.

ELI ZA
Don't get mad at nme. You two dragged
me to this party then left ne to play
Monmy to your boyfriend and corrupt an
i nnocent turd.

Nl C
Corrupt ?

KARA
Tur d?

ELI ZA

You're so desperate to get laid you
becone the fuck boy.

NI C
What are you even tal ki ng about ?
KARA
Eli za, you nmade the decision to cone
her e.
NI C

Yeah, take a little responsibility for
yoursel f.



ELI ZA
You guys practically begged ne.

KARA
Wiy woul d we beg you? | was com ng
anyway.
NI C
Only because she's Mke's "D.D. "
KARA
And you're just trying to break your
dry spell.
NI C

What's the big deal? If you weren't
signed up for alifetinme full of

m ssionary, you'd be back out on the
prowl. Don't be a bitch

El i za hangs her head in defeat.
| NT. PARTY - NI GHT
MOVENTS LATER

The party has returned to normal. Patrick and Mel are engaged
in conversation with Daryl near the beer-pong table.

Nic and Kara finally energe fromthe bathroom Slowy, Eliza
enmerges from behind them shrinking.

They head straight for the keg. Nic hands out a few Jell o-
shots anong t hem

NI C
Is it too early for the band to start
up? | could use sone Petty right now.

KARA
It is always too early. | can't take
Paul and his fucking tanbourine sol os.

ELI ZA
How can | show ny face after what
just did?

KARA

Head hi gh.



NI C
Om it. Who cares what these fucks
t hi nk? They |ive houses down fromthe
ones they grew up in.

KARA
Wiy did we conme here?
NI C
These are M ke's friends.
KARA
And you wanted Tony to fuck you.
ELI ZA
| just wanted to be let back into the

group chat.
They take the shots, and grinace.

NI C
You don't want to be in there anyway.
Lots of self-deprecating nenes.

ELI ZA
| enjoy those.

NI C
Not when you find yourself relating to
t hem t oo hard.

Kara begins to pour everyone their own beer. She hands out
t he sol o- cups.

The girls cheers, then chug.

| NT. CAR - DAY

Eliza, Nic, and Kara are piled back into their car. They sit
in silence while Kara sips on a mlkshake, N c plays a gane
on her cell phone, and Eliza sits between them el bow deep in
a fast food bag.

El i za munches on fri es.

ELI ZA
You know, you didn't say goodbye to
Rae.

NI C

Yeah. I'mnot so desperate enough to



go sniffing around exes.

KARA
Yet .

Kara snorts. She takes sone of Eliza's fries.

KARA ( CONTD)
l|"mglad we went. CQur friendship
needed a night like this.

ELI ZA
The kind of night that nmakes you
rethink your entire relationship with
t he peopl e you' ve known since m ddl e-
school ?

NI C
What are you tal kinng about ?

ELI ZA
You two |l et ne date a guy with bad
tattoos and a Fedora for three years.

KARA
Ni c would have slept with a guy in a
Fedora tonight.

NI C
And if Mke didn't grow out of that
phase, you woul d have married one.

Kara throws a french fry at Nic. She screans, then reaches
over the seat and rips the bag froméEli za.

Ret al i ati on.
| NT. BATHROOMF DAY

Eliza's face first again in the toilet. Her eyes are red and
wat ery.

A pair of hands rub her back confortably as she resunes
puki ng in slow notion. Another pair of hands is holding her
hai r back.

| NT. BEDROOM DAY

Light is shining fromthe w ndows.



Eliza crawl s back into her bad. She pushes Nic's behind to
make nore room for herself, where now Nic and Kara's noses

are an inch apart fromtouching.

The three of them|lay peacefully, attenpting to sl eep.



